Charles Leonard King 1894 - 1978

Len King 1911 (age 17)
Thisisthelife story of Charles Leonard King, who was born in Mundoora, South Augtraliaon the
30". October, 1894,this was recorded in Adelaide in 1977 in Mr King's 83", year.

On the day | was born there was midwife and doctor present, and when the midwife saw the new infant, e
looked acrossat my mother and said “ the poor thing hasn’t got a head’

Fortunately the doctor was able to get my breathing, andthat’show | started life.

| was born with a“core” andin case you don’t know what it is, youmay like to look it up in theddionay.

My earliest recollection waswhen | was about 4 yearsold, my mother took me to a small kindrgarden, and
she always supplied me with atomato sauce sandwich, which when | arrived at school was given to the
teacher who pt it on the mantelpiece, and gave it to me at recesstime. Now it might interest youtolearna
little bit about your antecedents.

My grandfather Thomas Playford Wellbourn was born in July 1837, and South Australia was declared a
colony in December 1836., so you can see that our roots started off about the same time as South Awgrdia
was declared a colony.

My father Mark King met my mother in Broken Hill, and they were married on January 1%, 1894. | westheir
first son , and | was born on October 30"., 1894 | married Agnes Frances Catt the daughter of Col A.C. Cat
, and our firg child was a son, and called Roy Leonard King. Roy’sfirst son was Dean, and he mariedHden
Gilligan. From that marriage Wayne Leonard King was born.and that made six generations on our family
tree that goesright back to the earliest times of South Australia

Now perhaps you would like to know about some of them individually , well my grandfather T homas
Playford Wellbourn had a block in Adelaide which | believe was on the corner of Victoria Square and
Flinders Sreet, or Flinders street and Gawer Place They moved out to Mitcham and a street was named
after the Wellbourn family | believe that my grandfather sold the land in the city, and made 1000 pounds
profit, which in those dayswas pretty good money. Travel in those daysfrom Mitcham to the city weshy
two decker tram on tramlines and drawn by two horses | do not know a great deal about my fahe’speople
except that** Charles Edward King** was hisfather, and he had a property down at Christies Beach ,
about an 88 acre block.

** Ed. | think that this should be William & Maria King**
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| also believe that he went acrossto the goldfieldsin Victoria and brought back about 400 pounds staling
and that was used to buy afarm property at Georgetown. It may interest youto know also that whenthey
moved Christies Beach to Georgetown and it took them 14 daysand they moved their goods anddhdtdsto
the new property.. They had no wire fencesin those days, walls between properties were built out of Sones
and at the start of course they had to shepherd their sheep .

My mother took me out to Georgetown to my father’' s people to have an holiday. | must have beenqitea
wanderer, because they couldn’t find me. And when they did often it was amongs the sheep. so mother
made a lovely red blouse and it became much easier to find me and the sheep The farm by the way was
called Ayleshury after the town in England where the folks came from in the first case.

Conditions | those dayswas pretty tough and my dad decided to go acrossto Western Augraliato the
goldfields which had just been discovered, and that didn’t do over well, but at least he made enough money
to get back to South Augtralia once again. He joined up afirm called Darlings and alittle later transferred
acrossto H C McKay who were manufacturers of farm implements and one of the first thingswasthe
Sunshine Harvester. Mr McKay sent my dad back to Western Australia, and he sold binders and all sortsof
thingsamongs the farmersasthingswere alittle bit better that they were in South Australia

Mogt of my education wasin state schools, and | only got asfar asthe 3 R's. The Education Department
Came up with an ideato get pupilsto be more regular, and they gave students a gold medal if they atendd
School without missng aday or being late. One of the studentsfrom the time he started schoal, until heleft,
never missed a day or was never late, so that when he finished up school he had eight of these medals
presented to him year after year by the Education department

My parentsused to say to me “why don’t you see what you can do to get amedal” so it cameypdmod asa
dare, 0 in thefirg year | missed be being 10 minuteslate on one day. So they said “ | told you couldn't gt
one” and of course that wastoo much for mel just hadto go for it again in the next year, andl an pleeseto
say that | did manage to get through the twelve monthswithout being late or absent from sthool onany one
day.

| only learned the basic 3 R’ sreading, writing, and arithmetic, Katanning being a country town, therewea't
agreat deal of thingsfor we boysto do, but we didn’t get into very much mischief. | remember on one
occasion, to help out, there was a cow wandering around the streets, so we drove it back and put into the
pound. We thought about this, and decided that asthey cow wasred & white it wouldn’t do any hamifwe
could find some red paint, we could turn it into an al red cow. Well we remembered, where we had seen

some red paint and we did paint the white spotsout, so the cow wasin the pound, and the poor old pound
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keeper had to milk it, and nobody knew who it belonged to. At the same time the owner couldn’t find his
cow, and it wasn't until about aweek later when the paint started to come off, that they dscoveredwhat hed
happened.

We aso had a pet lamb, | think it’s name was Peter, and we use to tether him out on arope about a chan
long, so he could graze round. Well the schoolmaster had gradually made a path from the school towherehe
was living, and we got the bright idea of shifting the peg so that the sheep could pass over this pathway.
We laid back quietly hidden to see what would happen. Nothing happened on the first day, but on the
second time he moved out alittle bit nearer, and the sheep charged him, well it caught him farinthest of
histrousers, and sent him flying. He got up, looked all around the place, brushed the dirt off, andonhewen.
Well we didn’t dare to tell anybody about it, and | don’t know that he ever found out that it wasn't just
purely an accident.

My dad also knew one of the drivers on one of thetrains, the trains by the way went right through from Path
through to Albany andthey usedto water in Katanning, one of the driverswho wasafriend of my dad's
allowed my to get up on the engine while they were shunting and rearranging the train, and | was even

allowed to throw coal into the fire box creating the seam. Of course steam was the main power weknewin

those days, of course many of my palswere quite envious of the privilege that | had.

We used to play tennis, and so did the ladies, and if you saw how they were dressed in those days, the girls
today wouldn’t know how they aver played at all. Because their skirts came right down to the ground

Seevesright down to their wrists, and they wore great big white hatsto protect their complexion, andthe
ball play was underhand, no overhead serves, totaly different to what we see now, on the court intheDavis

Cup

In 1908 the American Fleet wasin the Albany Harbour, and at night time all the sparswere lit up with
electric light and made a magnificent sight you may imagine to see all these big ships in the harbour andal
their sparsin different coloured electric lights

My father allowed me to join up with the Young Australia League, and on that occasion they took 400 boys
down to Albany to seethe fleet. We were hilleted out on straw palliasses, and the cookingwesdoneby amy
cooks We thoroughly enjoyed our trip down there asyou may guess.

A vyear or S0 later the YAL aswe called it, took a party of about 20/30 of we boysto the Eastern Sates
Of course we hadto go by seato Adelaide and from Adelaide through to Melbourne to Sydney and someof
the other hig citiesin Victoriaand the factorieswe went through, | can remember we went through the
Akubra Hat Factory, andalso through the Beale Piano Factory. At each place we went to we were
introduced to the Mayor of the cities, and we looked pretty good in our special uniforms.

| spent about twelve moths at Scotch College, fairly closeto Perth, and that isasfar asmy educaionwent.
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About that time they had compulsory military training, and we boys up to — | didn’t know what theagewes
now— | can’t remember. but there weren’t enough boysin Katanning to form a platoon, they pamittedus
to join up with the volunteer Light Horse, and that’ swe had training as mounted infantry. We attendeda
camp near Bunbury, and two of us, Ken Gilmour and myself were put on a stable picket which wasfrom
12:00 midnight until 2:00 in the morning, and we thought that we were terribly hard done by being pulled
out of bed, and having to sand and watch and see that the horsesdidn’t get into trouble on the line.

On weekendswe used to go to train on, skirmishing, riding, tracking, and all sorts of things

that camein very very handy when | enlistedin the firg war.

At theage of 16, | got aposition at the Union Bank in Katanning asajunior, and wasthere for twelve
months or more, and one of the regulations of the bank, wasthat the premises which were attachedtothe
banking chamber, had to have someone deeping on the promises overnight. T he Manager deciddtotekea
couple of daysoff to take hisfamily up to a property he had, and put me on duty to deep on the pramiss
Well | turned up the first night about 11:00 and went to bed, and had not been in bed very long when| coud
hear some one moving down in the banking chamber, so | saitched the light on , and got therevolver which
had a barrel about six incheslong, and went down the stepsinto the chamber. Well when | got there|
couldn’t see anybody there, so back | went to the bedroom, and hardly got into bed, when | heardthesegeps
again, o | went down the gairswith the old revolver wobblingin my hand, | went through all the
cupboards, and all the placesthat somebody could hide, but there wasn’t anybody there.

| went up again, returned to bed, and didn’t know what to make of it, and then it suddenly dawnedyponme
what it was ;.next door to the bank wasthe post office, and the chappie on night duty washus/ canadlingthe
stamps on the envelopes, he would do afew, then have a gpell or perhapslight up a cigarette, andoon.. It
wasn't long before | got to deep, and | was a much relieved boy to know that there was nobody inthebank.

My family transferred acrossto South Australia, after being alone more or lessin a country town, | deddsd
that | would go and join them , which meant going down to Albany to join aship called the Yongala and

going through to Port Adelaide.. The Yongala by the way wastop heavy, and used to roll terrificdly dmod
up to 45 degrees and crossing the Bight it was a particularly rough trip, and | wasvery glad whenwereached
Port Adelaide. Some yearslater the Y ongala disappeared off the coast of Queendand and they never founda
trace of what happened to the ship, there was no flotsam or jetsam or any thing floating, they think thet the
ship must have turned over and taken everything to the bottom.

My first postion that | had in Adelaide waswith R & W Swan and Co, Land Agents. The firmby thewey is
gill going in town. One of my uncles, R D Welbourn, was Register of Engineersin Adelaide, and hegot me
aposdition asjunior to the Adelaide Sationmaster which was on shift work, and whilst | wasthere | hadto

learn first aid and also decided to take up a course in accountancy.
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It might interest youto knowthis, that asfar as church is concerned, a pal of mine HowerdDungan, and our
family aswell by the way, all attended the Tynte Baptist Church, and we used to go to thesavicea 10:00in
the morning for the youth staff, and then we would stay on for the sermon and after lunchgo bedk to Sincky
Shool, and after Sunday School we would go for awalk around all sorts of different placesnot far from
Prospect, and again we would attend the evening service, o | had a pretty good grounding asfar asthe
church was concerned.

On Saturdayswe used to go on military training, which again was compulsory, so that will give some idea
of what kept us occupied.

Len Kingin 11" Light Horse - 1916
Asyou knowthe firs great war sarted in August 1914, Howard & | decided that we would enlig in
November , so | went andjoined the army at the age of 20.. We were trained asinfantry astheLigt Hore
was more or lessa small section of it. However, being used to mountedrifles, | got amove acrossto the
Light Horse., and we were moved to Brisbane to join the 11" Light Horse Regiment, which 2/3 were
Queendandersand 1/3 South Australian. We were given afarewell luncheon at the Parade Ground before
we left for Brisbane on the 25™ April, 1915. T hismay not mean much to year, but it was the firs timethat
the Audgtralians had put a big force into action and they landed on Gallipoli on that particular day.

In August the Regiment was sent to Gallipoli, and we sent up to the front line trenches. Of course we had
infantry packson, andthe trenchesweren’t too deep, and it was hot and we had difficulty getting through.
In one little bay there was a New Zealander, and we were sent up to relieve them , so | asked thischap, how
much further to the front line and he sais’ stick your “ b’ head up, and you'll soon find out”. so | took his
advice and didn’t anyway T heir sniperswere pretty good shots. | spent several weeks on Gallipoli andwent
off on ahospital ship with dysentery & enteric, and we went asfar as Gibraltar and put into hospitd there
Feeling better and recovering from the dysentery,, | was able to get out and walk about, andafriendof mine
& | decided to explore Ghbraltar, well somehow we got down into the dockyards. Well we tried to get beck
the same way aswe got down but got lost. And we came up againg atall wall about 10 or 12 fegt hihwitha
gateway thrre so we opened that and went through. T here was an English sentry there and he stuck usup,
and called the corporal of the guard. The corporal of the guard said that | have to arrest you dhaps and my
friend who was much brighter than |, said well what are your orders ?. Well he said our ordersare to keegp
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anyone getting down into the dockyard — my friend said, well you don’t haveto do that, we are coming
back and before they had worked it out, we were out of hailing distance.

CL In Hospital in England
A week later we were put on another ship and taken acrossto England, and landed at Plymotth, that’ swhere
Drake started from. | wasfeeling pretty sick, my weight was down to about 7.stone 7 Ibs, andhadtwopence
in my pocket and it wasahorribly dismal day, o | didn’t think much of England for a start..
When we got into the hospital near Epsom, it was magnificent, it was a huge place, there were 14 milesof
passages, and really it was an asylum converted into a hospital., and that iswhere | had my 21% birthday
After afew weeks, | was put into a convalescent camp at Weymouth, and they were sending troopsheck to
Egypt. One party was called and went back, alittle bit later they called another party, andour namesweren't
mentioned, so we couldn’t go , so we decided that if they called any more, we would just fall in andtake a
chance, which we did. They even paid us one pound towards the cost to spend on the ship back to Egypt,
On the ship itself there were 800 mulesand 1200 Tommiesto give you someidea. With apound paidto
each ot them, it wasn’t long before our national game of two up got going on the boat, and | think that
before we got through straights of Gibraltar again, that the bulk of that 1200 poundswasin about 3 or 4
fellows pockets through two up

.When we arrived back they asked how do you get here aswe didn’t get any papers about it. Wellweknew
that some ship had been torpedoed near by, so we came to the concluson that our papers, which wearenon
exigent of course, had gone down with that ship, so we they took uson strength again. Back to traningon
the horses again, it wasn’t long before we were sent over the Quez Canal to keep the T urks away from the
front line where we had all our supplies mainly in Egypt, While | wasin Egypt , Cairo, afew milefrom
Cairo isthe Great Giza Pyramid, and on one of our half days of leave, two or three of us deddsdtodimbup
thetop of it. It was 410 feet high and alot of the sepswere about three feet high, so you can guess it wes
quite an effort to get up there. It waswell worth while, and then we were able to go through the inner
chambers, quite an experience. If you are interested in that doingit asasoldier, youwill find it inmy dary
which givesfairly good coverage of it, and might interesting enough for youto have alook at anyway.
We got to know quite a number of places mentioned | the Bible like Beersheba, Jerusalem, Jericho,
Damascus and so on.. Thereisone place that crossesmy mind, down in the Jordan Valley which is 1300
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feet below sea level on the far sdeisthe Mount of Temptation, and it was 1800 feet alove, in other wordsit
is 3000 feet above the valley level, where it only shows on the map as 1800 feet high Tha istheplacewhae
they were supposed to have taken Jesus Christ, and said see al thisin front of you're here, bow down and
worship me, and | will giveyouthelife, and | believe that Jesus stayedin the vicinity for about 40 days.

Thelagt engagement that we were in wasin the vicinity of the Sea of Galilee. After the scrap was over,
which fortunately we won, they let uswalk aroundto see things, Up some distance ahead of me | savonecof
my pals and he was looking out over the Sea of Galilee and | sang out to him “ what are you looking at
Bert”, he didn’t answer, so | walked up a bit nearer , and said “ hey Bert what are you looking at”

He said“Well” | saiddidn’t you know that it’sthe Sea of Galilee 7 “ Yes’ he said “ But what did JC

want to walk on that lake for, when he could have gone down to the Blue Lake in Mt Gambier”

3

Whilst down in the Jordan Valley, often the temperature reached 130 F in the shade, andwewaredownthere
for amost 4 months, and it was a pretty horrible placeto be, | can assure you. | was a signdler ssamatter of
fact, mogt of the time out there, and our different posts were connected up by wire, and about 2:00 in the
morning, there came a call for our gation which wasunder JC “J being for the Jordan Valley & “C’ forC
Syuadron .The chap said “ who did you say youwere”.. “JC" | said “ Sreuth | thought that they had buried
you 2000 yearsago” Youseein the army most things are done by initials, and Jesus Christ was always
referred to as JC.

Y ou might wonder what we used to do to fill the eveningsin., well we used to have sng song eveningsinthe
homes, picture shows at the magic lantern, there was a library with plenty of books, therewaeooncatsand
also ventriloquiststhingslike that used to be available in the town from time to time. Wordgot aroundtha
there was a picture show coming to town with moving pictures, something that we hadn’t seen a dl,wdl as
you can imagine we were highly excited. Well that wasfirst of many new inventionsthat | havessaninmy
lifetime The pictureswerein black & white, and there were no words, and one had to depend on their
gesturesto provide the entertainment. To combat the silence of the pictures a pianist used tolook ypa the
screen and play music suitable to what was going on..fast music for galloping horsesetc. T hen there were
people singing, and it wasinteresting to see them open their mouths and a few seconds later the words
coming through. Next they synchronized the gramophone with the machine and again that worked
reasonably well. Another improvement waswhen they got the word on the screen electricdly andeverything
was teed up alright. That has been developed again until today where we have moving picturesin colour, big
wide screens, and really something worthwhile.

That, asl| said earlier, wasagreat thrill to be able to see the firsg moving picture.

T he next new invention was when they found radio, and messages were sent over reasonably longddances
to shipsat sea, and a message was sent to the Queen Mary when she wasright out in the middle of the

Atlantic telling the captain that there wasa murder on his ship, and the person was dressed in women’s
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clothesWell it didn’t take them longto find him, and he was confined to cells onboard until they arivedin
America. Hisname by the way | believe was Crippen.

Then the firsg motor car cameto our little town. Can youimagine a 4 wheel buggy with no shaftson it,
careering down the street without any horses, and driven by a motor, and when it went up the main sred,
making all sorts of weird noises, you just imagine what happened to the horsesthat were tied up in the
street. Congternation reigned for quite awhile until they ultimately came used to it But there was another
new invention.

When motor cars came more or less popular, of course the roadsweren’t the best, and the tyresonthecars
weren’t too good, and before setting out for atrip into the country, you always made sure that you had a
Spade, an axe, a coil of rope, and one or perhapstwo water bags for emergencies. Our first trip with my
parentstook usfrom Adelaideto Sydney, and it took usnine daysto get across, we were in old car, and
when we asked in Renmark about the road through to Mildura, we were told that there were tradksthere it
you couldn’t get logt, because all you hadto do, wasto look out for empty petrol tins, and empty beer
bottles., and you couldn’t have marked the road any clearer, and it got usthrough without any trouble
whatsoever.

Sometime later the Wright Brothersin America, got this machine going, well thye used bi-planes andthey
even flewin London | believe, under the T ower of London Bridge, just to indicate how safe air travd redly
was.. The pilotsusedto all sortsof suntsto encourage peopleto realize that it was a good methodof travd,
and not too dangerous. Thiswas another first, and astime went on, it would improve until we come upto
today to the huge machinesthat carry up to 600 passengers, and travel at faster than sound (ed. A dight
exaggeration)

During the second world war, rocket were uses againg the enemy, also alittle later some of our planestook
an atom bomb and dropped it on Hiroshima in Japan killing thousands of people, hundreds of thousandsl
believe It seemed terrible at the time, but it brought about the end of that war, after they put another bomb
into Nagasaki, and told Japan that if they didn’t give up that the whole of Japan would be blasted to pieces
S whilgt it was a huge loss of life, but goodness knows how may millions of livesit saved, with that one
atomic bomb.

Many experimentswere carried out with rockets, they were able to get them to go into orlit aoundtheeath
nad found out that animals could be shot up in these rockets, and brought back safely to eath, andwhenthey
thought it was safe enough, they decided to send two men to the moon. Well one of the geestes recdllections
that | havein my life time wasto hear the Presdent of the United Satestalking to a manonthemoon, and
herewas| my dtting room enjoying listening to the conversation — things so far apart, realy wonderful
S you seein my lifetime, there many many inventionstotally different from anything seenbefore hut you
people just take them for granted asit some 10 or 11 years since the men walked on themoon, kot today one
wouldn’t even stop to listen to astory onit.

Crossng over to our homes, during the summer monthsit used to be pretty hot, we had to find away of
keeping food fresh. We were able to get hold of a galvanised iron box with atray on top, atray on the
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bottom. Youwould fill the top with water, put some bits of rag down the sides, and asthe water ran down
these pieces, the evaporation enabled usto keep the butter nice and firm. T his was improvedby havinganice
chest on thetop of the space where you could put in blocks of ice, and every few days, the ice man woud
come around and put a new block in, and thisenabled us, not only to keep the butter firm, bu wecoudgore
quite alot of fresh uff and kept it quite OK Today of course, that has gone by the board, and practicdly
everybody hasarefrigerator , and that has been bettered by getting one that doesn’t have to be de-froged
and the wives | know, appreciated that move, because it wasalongjobto get rid of the ice from indcethe
box.

Saturday nightswere bath nights, and more particularly, they had abig tubin front of the kitchenfireplace
fill it up with warm water, and that was how we had our bath. In the summer time, we had a crude formof
shower, which again was quite a help, but things are altered on today’ sbas's, because showers are more
predominant,. and are taken by everybody, or amost everybody every day at least once.

During our early married life house cleaning was done with a hair broom, a straw broom, a small brush, and
tinsor small traysto put the debrisinto. Next came the rotating broom, which of course made work alittle
eader, from that it developedinto vacuum cleaners which are used today, over the time these have been
credited with doing an exceptionally good job. So asyou can seeit isalittle bit eaiser nowadaysfromwha it
was when we were first married.

Our firg home cost us 1070 pounds, and afew yearslater we sold that, and bought another onewhich cod us
1340 pounds. Well believeit or not | got afirsg mortgage of 1337 pounds, meaning that all | hadto pay out
was a depost of 3 pounds What a change it istoday.

Seaking about the 11™ Light Horse, | forgot to mention the fact that the 11™ Regment holdtwo records the
first being the issue of swordsto us, and at the Sea of Galilee we used our swordsin the charge, mountedof
course, and then that will the last cavalry charge that isever likely to be made. T he other one, wasin
connection with sgnalling, and we had to try and get a message back one night over afew mileswith an
Aldis Lamp, but unfortunately for usthe batteries were gone, and we couldn’t get any light. Wehadalook at
the helio and saw that it wasaimed at the gation that we wantedto talk to, and believe it or not wetgoped
the message out in bright moonlight, and they got it quite OK. | don’t think that that has beendonebdfore
and | doubt whether it will ever be repeated.

A business acquaintance of mine took aweek’sholiday at American River on Kangaroo Idand, andtaking
to the proprietor Mr Jack Linnett, discovered that he hadn’t got any books, so he suggested tha perhgoshe
would be interested in having someone do them for him. Well I met him when he came over to Addadeon
one occasion, he said what about coming down for 2/3 days.. | thought well that’s alright, andsoundsdpretty
goodto me, so we arranged atime for meto go over, and| travelled acrossby air. That wasmy fird tripina
commercial aeroplane, and it was a bi-plane and travelled along. T here were no preparedasrodomesover on
Kangaroo Idand, and they used to land some little distance away from American River. T here were only
three passengers aswell on this plane, and he touched down in this paddock, and said there will besomeone

along directly to take you into American River, and away he went. The only shelter there wasan empty 44
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gallon petrol drum, and | am standing there, couldn’t see anybody, all that | could see, was paddock swhich
had been cleared, and surrounded by tall mallee trees, so | didn’t know what to do. | wasthere for the bsat
part of an hour before somebody turned up. How it came to be missed, as when the plane flew over
American River, he used to circle onceto let them know that there were passengers for Ameicen Rve, and
somehow the message got missed, and that wasthe reason that | was delayed. Asyou can guess| was
pleased when somebody turned up to take me there, asit wasreally cold day Well | discovered that what he
really wanted was someone to open up, and look after hisbooksfor him, so | usedto go over at intervds
perhaps 2 or 3 timesduring the year, and with lovely daysover there, | usedto go fishingin the day time
and do the booksat night, asthere was nothing else to do any way. T hat went on for quite a longtime and
eventually Mr Linnett said to me..you have an office in town, why don’t you start up atravel offiog andif
youdo that | will give you the whole of the house to book for, so in 1944 after interviewingtheother hotds
and guest houseson theldand, | registered the name Kangaroo Idand T ourist office, and that wasthedat
of the travel business, King' s Travel Agency.

Travel by the way, was mainly by boat, and there was a vessel namesthe Karratta, which used to gotwicea
week acrossto the Idand. It usedto carry amixed cargo.. it wasnothingto see cattle, shesp, pigs fowlsthere
aswell asgrain, and passengers were a minor part of the busness. But particularly at Chrissmas Timewhen
there only two of usacrossthere, youhadto get on board the ship quite along time bef oreit wesreedy to g,
put your overcoat or blankets down on the ground, and sit on them.. then do you best to haveadesp, asmog
of the trips were done by night... the busness expanded, and we concentrated our efforts at the sart with
bookings inside South Audtralia, then we expandedto overseastravel, aswell asall other gates.

Well Thomas Cooks more or less gad a monopoly of bookingsin SA at that time, and abrother in law of
mine, Charlie Sutton, went overseas, and when he came back | said “ did you see anyone else’ s nameonthe
continent” Hesaid“yes, PolyTours” S| wrote to them, and got aletter back some three weeks later,
saying one of their Directorswas coming to Adelaide. We had a 4™ member of the staff at that time. The
saff wasthen, myself, Roy, Brian and a Basil King, who was no relation, and they decided between them
that one Saturday, they would go through the office and paint it al out, putting placards around the walls
showing the different statesetc., to create a good impresson. T hey decided to do this one Saturday
afternoon, and Basi| brought along hisair pump to pump the paint through, but unfortunately it kept getting
clogged. Up. Lucy Noble, who was our female member of the gaff, settled that for us, because detook off
one of her stockings, strained all the paint through it, and the walls were painted, and then she rinsed the
socking off and dried it, and she wore it home..how isthat for good service

| think youwill know, that the more you know about the commoditiesthat you sell, the better it is andwe
took every available opportunity of free trips, inaugural; flights of overseasairlines and so on. Thisenaded
all of usin turn to get acrossto England, Japan, Pacific Idands, up through T hailand, acrossto America,
United Sates mainly, and our knowledge of the different places grew. Altogether | imagine tha | mug have
done the equivalent of about 10 tripsaround the world, which enabled me to see thingsthat | was only too
pleased to see, | have been through both the Suez and the Panama Canal, which was an eye opener whenwe
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went through there, and down through America and have seen the Grand Canyon, another marvelowssght,
Niagara Falls, so that our knowledge of the world, aswell as our staff who were given the opportunity of
seeing these places, made us more capable of making sales. S that’ s how King' s T ravel Agency manegadto
get up, and keep on expanding

These are the Kings of Travel

“Knewing the Produst”
i th ral of King's

world traval

The King's Travel Family in 1961

Travelling through Canada, we had the opportunity of abustrip to the Icefields, and the coach dive pdled
up at one place, and announced | see that we have alot of people on board with cameras, andexplanedthat
the bearswere just coming out of hibernation, and they had their cubswith them, and it was a wadeof time
anybody getting out of the coach to photograph the bears and cubs. Then he went on to explainthat inthe
previousyear, one of the drivers, againg hisbetter judgement, let awoman get out of the coach to take
photos, and she wasin the family way. Well asyou can guess, asthe time got near they got rather concamned
to know if any damage had been done, as another bear came along and mauled the woman, not doingagest
deal of damage asfar asthey could see, but when the kiddie was born, they had their own doctor therewitha
geciais to seethat thingswere alright. The kiddie arrived quite naturally, they heldit up, smackedit’'s
bottom, and got it breathing, and really couldn’t see anything wrong until suddenly one of the doctorshada
closer look at it, and youthat kid was quite OK in all respects, but with one exception, the kidwesbornwith
“bear” feet

1908 Adelaide from St Peter’s Cathedral
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| wonder how many people there are that can remember when they had trainsrunning from Genelgto
Adelaide, and thetrain used to go up through King William Sreet, and the driver would ring a bdl to ¢t the
pedestriansout of the way.. T hat was something. At the time there were really two railway transon dffeent
routes, that usedto go back & forwards between Adelaide and Genelg Glenelg Beaches used to be quite
popular in the summer and the bathing costumesthat they wore in those dayswere neck to knee so tha
body was basically covered. Mixed bathing was not permitted, and down on the beach there were notice
boards put up , giving one section for men, and one section for women T oday of course mixed bathing is
very popular, and bikinis are worn by the girls..Postage ssampswould be aimost as good asto what they
wear today

Going back, my dad & mother, Mark & Marion had four sons, of which | wasthe first next came Layton,
now Layton never married, but he was very keen on music taught music instruments and had quite an
extensve clientele, and stayed in Port Pirie for quite alongtime.. There he used to organise conoatsat the
churches and was known as a well known accompanis Some eight yearslater, Harold was born in
Katanning, in Western Audtralia, , Harold and hiswife Amy had two daughters, Margaret wasthe ddar and
Libby, second Margaret married and has a son and a daughter, whereas Libby went to Canada, and shewes
there several years, and spent alot of time helping delinquent boys, nad every now and then hecameback
to Adelaide for aholiday. It wasrather amusing, as she would ring her folks up from Canada and if funds
were low, she would ask for the call to be reversed, and those times were never refused. Harold sarted ina
bank, and then went on to accountancy, secretarial work, but he was also in Parliament for atime, but he
spent atremendous amount of time on the question of frogt, and hisarticle on frost, andhowto comtxt iteis
known world wide. Up in the River Digrictsthey have practically eliminated frost.

Four yearslater, came Melville, and he and Pat had quite afamily, three daughters, Merry, Diane& Lindy.
Mev spent some time, after leaving school on afarm, but eventually he got into selling life insurancewith
the AMP and built up an exceptionally good commission. He also had two sons, Peter & John.

Agnes, Vida & Cath Catt
Wedding 1923
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Agnes& | were married in the Malvern Methodist Church, and had the Rev Vidsavee, and old friendof my
people was also present at the wedding in addition to the regular minister. T he reception was held on the

lawns of Glenburnie, that was where Agneslived for many yearswith her parents, and many of her family

“Glenburnie” Home of the Catts

They had a big marquee on the lawn, and everything was going fine. The vistorsto Genburnie weretsken
up there by horse drag, which was drawn by six horses, and alot of the guests preferredto go up inthedag
rather than by motor car. Genburnie | believe, had fourteen rooms, was a very old building, andhadacoach
house

Agnes smother’smaiden name was 9nclair, and the Snclair family went north , up through Port Augsa,
and down to Port Lincoln, where they built atwo sorey house, with alot of the materials beingtrought out
from England Another interest fact about the Snclairswasthat Suart the explorer, wasatuor tothefamily,
and he made atable ( he was a carpenter) which now, | believe iskept in the Museum on North Terrace
My father wasrather keen to go to college, but hisfather wasvery keen on theidea, but dad managed to
collect enough scrap iron around the farm to raise enough to pay for the first quarter When hisfaher redized
that he was s0 keen, he gave way, and dad went to Prince Alfred College. Being a country boy, and there
weren’'t many there at that time, and he was quite afast runner aswell as a good jumper, and he waspicked
for the football team. Well he had never seen football played before, so he got hold of theldl, ranashadas
he could with it, and threw it through the goal posts Asdad explained, | only didit once, that was enouh.
Both our two boys, Roy & Brian also went to Prince Alfred College

Many yearsago TV was discovered, and for quite a while was black & white, andtoday they haveit in
colour, and they found that with the aid of satellite, they could watch cricket in England, and watch every
ball that was bowled, asif youwere actually there T he colourswere excellent, and many hours were et
watching cricket being played so far away. Just another of those thingsthat have comeinto our life, andl
wont say that it has been to our benefit either

Not many people would know that Kangaroo Idand was settled before the mainland, a ship calledtheDuke
of York landed there in July 1836, and they decided that the idand couldn’t carry a big population, othey
moved then up into Adelaide. Thereisan interestingtombstone there, were alady Lucy Beare was buried
and she came out in the vessel , Duke of York,, andthey settled therein July 1836 T here are three houss
built there too, Faith, Hope & Charity, and not very far away from them two mulberry trees were planted,
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andthey are till bearing fruit. Planted there some 140 years ago. Another discovery wasananchor, andthat
was only found recently, as apparently it waslost off awhaler’ swho usedto call in there some 170 years
ago.

Back to the family agian. Thereisalittle Anglican Church , | think that it iscalled the Church of Chrid &
O'Halloran Hill. It wasbuilt in 1848, just 12 years after South Australia was made a colony.

Mark & Davidwere chrisgened at S T heodore’ sby Bishop Reid, and Cathy also by the then Arch Bishop
Reid, who isin charge of S Peter’s Cathedral at North Adelaide So you can see e endeavoured to havethe
grand children started off in the right way. Y ou might wonder why | haven’t mentioned Roy & Brian, the
reason isthat | was brought up a Baptist, and Baptists believe that baptism isby immersion , and not by
putting some drops of water on the kiddie. But ill that’s how Sue wanted it, and that’s how the children
became to be christened. But that ishow | happened to be brought up.

Thelittle church isvery popular for christenings as when Wayne was christened there were five on that
particular morning. T he little church only seats about 60

Often a kind word spoken by somebody can have a great effect on anybody’slife. When | went to Sotch
College, dueto thefact that | have a prominent feature in the middle of my face, namely my nose., | wes
nicknamed “ Beaky”, and | really hated it. Well Effie Riochardson, and another lady whose name | cant
remember, used to invite us around some Sundays, to have teawith them, and during the conversation, e
said “ Len, people with abig nose and a big mouth are always clever people” Well that helped buildmy emp,
and | didn’t mind being called Beaky after that. One of the sudentsat Scotch College was a chap whowes
called Donald Tinribs Kew Marshall Hisfather was a publican in Kew, o that’swhy Kew was brought into
it, and during the processthe old custom of “ wetting the baby’shead’ some onein the bar dfiedhimtocdl
the son Tinribs, o that ishow he got the full name Donald Tinribs, Kew Marshall

Before the train went from Perth to Albany , it used to be done by coach, and one occasion, one of the
passengers was an Englishman, and he asked the driver, if he could come up on the box seat so that hecold
have agood look at the country. Well the coach driver, told him some stories, and amongst them he sdd
before we go much further, there isa man who hasafarm there, and he has atrained kangaroo, and the
kangaroo used to come along and meet the coach and take the mail from the driver, put it in hispouch, and
takeit back to the farm Well before they had gone very far, possbly amile or so, there wasa great big
kangaroo, close to theroad, sandingto it’sfull height, amost 6 feet tall, area whopper, andthecoachman
cracked hiswhip, and yelled out “ no mail today joey” and away went the kangaroo T he Englishman wes
astounded, and said if | hadn’t seen it with my own eyes, | would never have believedit. It just shows how
your imagination can run at times, doesn'’t it ?

Today is Christmas Day December 25", 1977, Qunday, and | have just returned from spending theday with
quite alot of the family and thisyear Dean And Helen catered for all the family.

Going back some 50 years, our parents used to entertain usfor lunch, and sometimesfor tea, and also
aternatively, Agnes s people, that is Colonel Catt used to provide the mealsfor it, and both caesgftsware
exchanged. Asthe years passed, things changed, and they decided that they would have the midday meal
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together with their family, and then they would meet for tea at one of the relative’ s places, and the gouyp
kept growing year by year until it got to almost 40 people, mixing teas, and having quite a good day
Weéll they decided that the parties were getting too big, andto go back to the family reunions.

As| said earlier, Dean & Helen did the honours and entertained myself, Roy & Vi & Sewart on tha ddeof
the family, Brian & Suewith Mark & David. Mark & Kim had come over especialy by air to be prest,
and are going back tonight or first thing tomorrow morning. to Melbourne. Helen & Dean of course were
there, with their two children Melissa & Wayne, S stting down to the midday meal there were 14 people
present, and all the surnameswere King Jan & Jerry Taylor, who are sationed in Port Lincoln, wereundde
to come over, s0 from my parents, the King side of the family, has grown until there isatotd of 17 people,
who could have possibly been at that particular gathering

Well folksthisiswhere| sgn off, as| wish to include in this cassette, an unusual way of sayingaMerry
Chrigmas.

Thisismy first experience of making atape, and quite frankly it isobviousthat it isan absolute anaear’'s
job, s0 please put up with it

o,

April 1978 — The 4 King Brothers
Melville, Harold, Layton. & Len (CL)

The last time that they were together
Charles Leonard King

December 25", 1977
Thiswas hislast Chrigmaswith us, ashe died in September 1978.

T hisfollowswith a message from Jan Taylor, wishing CL avery happy Xmas, and saying that they were
sorry that they couldn’t be there

Jan then played and sang the carols “ Born on Chrigmas Day” & “ Slent Night”, and a number of other
songs.

CL AGAIN

Thanks Jan, | think that it was a marvellousthought on your part. Of course the family haven't heardit yet,
but when they do | am sure that they will really appreciate it

Page 15



Charles Leonard King 1894 - 1978

Not may people will realize it, but in a public building in Adelaide, thereisaverse out of the bible, it is
down in the Eagt End Market, on the southern side, and there are four big entrancesthere. 1 will readthe

verse.
“Theearth isthe Lord and the fullness thereof.”

T hiswas put on when workmen took a pride in what they were doing, and it has been there many many
yearssince that building was made.

Hereisalittle verse that interesssme.

“Blessed isa man who starts each day with zest
Who the world gives his best,

Who findstimeto pray, and knowsthe joy of play,
Who seesthe best in others,

Andtreatsall men ashisbrothers,”

Here are few thoughts or quipsthat | have picked up, which have been quite helpful throughout my life.
Moderation in all things pays off
Y ou cannot win an argument, a man who is convinced againg hiswill, isof the same opinion ill

Seech isdlver, but slence is golden

Thisismy firg attempt at making atape, andisdigointedin many places, but | hope tha youwill gopredae
the effort put into it, andit should be avery interesingtapeto readin afew yearstime.

THE END.

Typed by Brian king from the original tape on March 12", 2000.
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